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Trillium plans 5th anniversary celebration March 2

EAST LANSING —
Trillium allery, 207 E,
Grand HRiver in East
Lansing is five years old
this spring. March 2, dur-
ing First Sunday Gallery
Walk, there will be a cele-
bration. Four of the origi-
nal artists who took the
risk om an untried gallery
returned with wark made
ezpecially for this show,

MNatalia Andreeva, a
classically  trained ail
painter, will be bringing
new work from Chicago.
When Andreeva met
Kalli, she was newly
arrived from Siberia, Rus-
g1a. She lived in Lansing
for over six vears and
came to regard it as her
Ameriean birthplace. Peo-
ple here will remember
her shows at Trillium and
her booth in the East
Lansing Art Festival
where she won the Peo-
ple’'s Choice Award. She
has lived in Chicago for
the past vear and reports
that her new home brings
out new ideas and a new
style. Natalia will be pre-
sent at the opening.

“Kalli and Trillium
Gallery mean a lot to me,”
said Andreeva. “In partic-
ular it was Kalli's belief
in my talent that helped
me to start my artists’
career in the United
States. With a happy
gmile [ recall that day
when [ first knocked on
the door at ‘Trillium
Gallery holding a couple
of my tiny watercolors

“Kalli  received me
with  pgreat interest,
enthuziasm and excite-
ment that ingpired me for

MUSE — This oil paint-
ing by Russian artist Natalia
Andreeva will be on display
at Trilium Gallery.

many vears. My work
with  Trillium Gallery
continues to thizs day
Kalli and her gallery
became a part of my life.
As my career develops
and the names of prestige
and wupscale pgalleries
appear in my resume it
alwavs givez me pride
and pleasure to write in
the top “represented by
Trillium Gallery.”

Todd Mack, formerly of
North Lansing, will also
be returning from his
new home in Chicago,
where he has a new store,
fourSided. He will be
entering three pieces
using collage and found
objects. He's thinking of
using watch parts in all
of them and creating
spaces for people to
insert their own pictures.

“I'm doing this because
I think anniversaries are
more of a personal thing,”
said Mack. Weather per-
mitting, he will come for
the celebration as well

“Trillium, to me, has
always been a place
where s0 manv different
good things come together
harmoniously, You have
Kalli, the life force of the
gallery, with her always,
perpetual, unceasing
kindness," said Make, “A
bhig key to successful any-
thing i= good communica-
tion, which she posseszes
Secondly, yvou have great
art and objects. Kalli has

always given ‘not  so
established’ artisis a
chanece,

“She always invited me
to have things there, and
I've enjoyed s0 many
other artists that she
chose to showcase. I'm
sure all the usual sus-
pects will be there again
for this show. 1 can’t
believe it's been five
yvears!"said Mack.

Mancy McHay of East
Lansing and a well-
known local artist, is
working on a special piece
for the show. It is planned
to be a double-weave
pick-up diptych, each
panel around 28" by 28"
She 15 using inching
hexagrams that relate to
the theme of “Anniver-
sary.” The numbers
involved will reflect that
this 15 Tmnllium’s fifth
anniversary, and McHay's
25th wedding anniver-
SATY Year.

“Trillium Gallery is
synonymous in my mind

with  Kalli  Halpern,”
MacKay =aid. Owver the
pasl five vears Kalli has
been a friend and a men-
tor, not only giving me an
outlet for my work, but
encouraging me to take
risks and grow as an
artist and business per-
son. Her warm welcome
every time [ enter the
gallery brightens my day.”

Carolyn Sreremet,
now of Hebron, Kentucky,
is sending two new art
quilts made for this
show. The lhing that she
loves most about guilts i=
color. Carolyn dyes her
own fabric to get just the
right colors. She consid-
ers  that single most
important factor in her
artistic growth, Her art
guilts are cut freely
using a rotary cutter and
“on the f1¥" a=s it was,

* am never exactly

sure what [ am going to
end up with until 1 pet
poing and the piece starts
to evolve and take
shape,"Szeremet said, She
i= sending two new pieces:

Color Bars and
Mine/Eleven Never Forget,

“Trillium gave me an
opportunity to show and
sell my art quilts. It is a
great venue for the local
artist to et hisher work
out to the public” said
Szeremet, “Kalli, the
gallery's owner, is so
receptive to new work
and cager to share it with
her clients, even il anly to
share the visual experi
ence of new work and not
necessarily sell, Exhibit-
ing at Trillium gave mo
the confidence T needed to
pursue other competitions
and arenas and subse-
quently had the success
that [ was hoping for.”

Owner Kalli Halpern is
alse showing some new
artworks for the anniver-
sary show. She will be
showing drawings and
assemblages.

“Trillium means my
life! I have funneled most
of my creativity into this
gallery,” said Halpern. “It
is my artwork. Arl needs
to be touched, seen and
held. And people need
place to come, linger,
touch and relate to art.
Ive tried to create a place
where that can happen
We're sort of like the cor-
ner store when people
went to get their dry
goods and their news.”

The five-yvear celebra-
tion will begin March 2
with a show of the four
original artists whao trust-
ed Kalli's vision and
loaned her work for the
new gallery,



